A* 1742.]        DEBATE ON HANOVERIAN TROOPS.

ity avail our ministers, since it may be objected, that new
forces might easily have been raised, and our own island
have been, at once, defended, and the queen of Hungary
assisted by our native troops.

Since the necessity of expedition is urged, it may rea-
sonably be inquired, what it was that appeared so imme-
diately necessary, or what has been brought to pass by this
wonderful expedition ? Was it necessary to form an army
to do nothing? Could not an expedition in which nothing
was performed, in which nothing was attempted, have
been delayed for a short time, and might not the queen of
Hungary have been preserved equally, whether the troops
of her allies slept and fattened in her country or their own 1

Nothing, surely, can be more ridiculous than to expati-
ate upon the necessity of raising with expedition an use-
less body of forces, which has only been a burden to the
country in which it has been stationed, and for which pay
is now demanded, though they have neither seen a siege
nor a battle; though they have made no attempt them-
selves, nor hindered any that might have been made by
the enemy.

To make this plea yet more contemptible, we are in-
formed, that if we had raised an army of our countrymen,
they would have been unacquainted with arms and dis-
cipline, and, therefore, they could not have done what has
been done by these far-famed Hanoverians. This, indeed,
I cannot understand, having never found, that the Britons
needed any documents or rules to enable them to eat and
drink at the expense of others, to bask in the sun, or to
loiter in the street, or perform any of the wonders that
may be ascribed to our new auxiliaries; and, therefore, I
cannot but think, that all the actions of the four months for
which those forces expect to be paid, might have beea
brought to pass by new-raised Britons, who might in the
mean time have learned their exercise, and have been
made equal to any other soldiers that had never seen a
battle* *

But if foreign troops were necessary, I am still at a loss

to find out why those of Hanover were chosen, since it